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Parasite Forecast 

Rainfall and weather patterns for 2016 have resulted in a moderate to high fluke forecast for this winter and 

a greater probability of late season roundworm burdens. This could lead to problems in the New Year with 

chronic fluke and scouring cattle when overwintered roundworms hatch that have not been treated at 

housing. 

 Care should be taken when choosing products and the timing of drugs used is 

critical to maximising the effectiveness of treatment plus reduces the risk of 

resistance build up in both sheep and cattle.  Please ask for advice if unsure as 

using the wrong product is at best is a waste of money, and at worst will 

encourage resistance to develop.  Worm egg counting and fluke copro-antigen 

testing can be useful in deciding if and when to treat.   

A group 4 or 5 product may be beneficial in lambs at this time of year; it can 

reduce the build-up of resistance to the standard wormers and is especially helpful when resistance is 

becoming a problem or if grazing catch crops or pasture that is to be ploughed in.  Rams may lose condition 

over the mating period, and faecal egg counts are useful to decide if treatment is appropriate. 

Cattle should be treated at housing with a group 1 or 3 product to eliminate inhibited worm larvae and 

Group 3 will help in external parasite control.  However if using a flukicide, be careful to ensure the correct 

timing of the drug used, as only triclabendazole kills immature fluke, all other products require 8 – 10 weeks 

before becoming effective so should be used much later in the housing period. 

Badger TB Survey on Roadkill in Edge Area 

Just a reminder that Surrey University are collecting road kill badgers for free post mortem in Berkshire, 

Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire to establish the prevalence of TB in these areas.  Carcases should be 

submitted in the approved bags, please ask as we can supply the proper bags and paperwork, and they can be 

dropped off at Major Farm Services on Bicester Road OX25 1HX. (For which you will be paid £10 per 

badger deposited!) They do ask that they are freshly dead.   

It is important that if TB is present in wildlife in our area that we know about it so 

we can lobby for more stringent control methods.  They can now identify individual 

DNA strains of the TB bacteria to see if it is the same ones affecting cattle in the 

area, so is useful in providing evidence on how the disease spreads. 

For more information try www.surrey.ac.uk/vet/pathology-services/badgerTB 

Cattle pneumonia 

It’s the dreaded time of the year when we house our cattle and provide perfect conditions for pneumonia to 

spread.  Pasteurella can be a problem 1-2 weeks after a stressful event such as weaning, mixing, housing or 

transport as this overcomes their natural immunity.  Blanket antibiotic treatment may be required if this is 

the primary problem and more than 30% of a group shows clinical signs.  Contact us for advice as to the best 

drugs to use. 

Whilst the injectable vaccines provide the best cover against the greatest number of viral disease causes, the 

fact that it requires 2 doses and 6 weeks to get protection can mean that they are not suitable on some farms.  

If young calves are a problem or you need rapid onset protection, the intranasal vaccines give a much easier 

http://www.surrey.ac.uk/vet/pathology-services/badgerTB


and more rapid method of protecting cattle and last for 3 months.  Please ring to discuss which products 

would be best suited to your system. 

Remember that pneumonia is multifactorial and it’s vital to get all the other on farm conditions right to 

prevent pneumonia; a vaccine is not a magic bullet and if you are overstocking, poorly ventilated, poorly 

drained, mixing age groups, not feeding adequate minerals etc. these will make any vaccination programme 

doomed to failure. 

BVD Free England 

The UK BVD eradication programme is still ongoing and awareness of the significant impact of this disease 

is now more widespread. It often slips into a herd undetected with a persistently infected animal as a Trojan 

horse.  It is easy to establish your herd status by blood testing half a dozen calves of 8-16 months old which 

are unvaccinated. Positive antibody results would suggest active disease on the farm, and we can discuss 

control options available. We can easily do this at a herd TB test and this gives you a good point to start.  

The BVD tissue ear tags are an easy way to start a control programme and ensure you do not have any 

persistently infected animals on your farm. 

A one shot live BVD vaccine is now available for people who don’t want to use the two shot dead vaccine 

as a starting point.  Cost-wise whilst similar in the first year, it works out more expensive in subsequent 

years as only one dose of the dead vaccine is needed as a booster. 

‘Trace Element Deficiencies in Suckler Cows and Sheep’ with Peter Bone  

(Sponsored by Bimeda Animal Health – with light supper and a beer!)  

We would like to invite you to a Hampden Veterinary Hospital  Farm Department evening meeting on 

Wednesday December 14th at The Barn At Chilton, Townhill Farm, Dorton Rd, Chilton, Aylesbury        

HP18 9NA, at 6:30 pm for a 7 pm start. 

This should be a very interesting evening with a talk by an expert in the trace 

element and mineral field.    We are increasingly experiencing on farm issues with 

inadequate trace element status, especially iodine, selenium and copper. We see 

health and fertility issues in many of our herds and flocks and supplementation can 

give significant improvements in all aspects of health and production.   

We look forward to seeing you there, please RSVP to the office so we can cater sufficiently for the beer 

drinkers! 

Listeria and Silage Feeding 

Winter warning if feeding silage to cattle and sheep (especially big bale), be on 

the lookout for signs of Listeria infection as this bacteria likes to grow in poorly 

fermented silage and gets access via damage in the mouth. It can affect both 

sheep and cattle and causes a variety of symptoms. The commonest and least 

severe is iritis or ‘silage eye’ which looks very like New Forest or pink eye. 

This usually responds to eye creams or oxytetracycline injections.  

More dangerous are the brainstem infections which cause depression, 

meningitis, circling, facial paralysis, ataxia and recumbency and also can cause 

abortions. Rapid identification of affected animals and prompt treatment gives the best hope of recovery. 

Once animals go down and cannot eat, the outcome is usually hopeless. Avoid feeding spoiled silage where 

possible. 

Draxxin – withdrawal change.  This has now changed to 22 days for cattle (meat and offal) and for 

pigs (meat and offal) it is now 13 days.   


